
 

Theological Questions to Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko for the Burlingame Church Newsletter 

1. Will our souls recognize loved ones in the next life or must we wait until the 

Second Coming of the Lord? 

Volume 1, Number 1 January/February 2013 

2. When a horrific event occurs due to the evil in man or the turbulence of nature, 

how should we look upon this tragedy, permitted by our loving, all knowing 

Lord Jesus Christ? 

Volume 1, Number 2 March/April 2013 

3. Do Saints physically die?  Are Heaven and Hell real? Volume 1, Number 3 May/June 2013 

4. Do miracles happen today? Volume 1, Number 5 September/October 2013 

5. Does the Orthodox Church approve of cremation? Volume 1, Number 6 November/December 

2013 

6. Why do priests wear beards? 

Why must women cover their heads during Holy Communion? 

Why is kneeling prohibited on Sundays? 

Why are candles lit in front of Icons? 

Why is hand-washing during Liturgy reserved only for the Bishop? 

How many people must be present in Church before a Service can begin? 

Volume 2, Number 1 January/February 2014 

7. Why are women not allowed in the Altar? 

How are Names chosen for babies, converts, monastics, and Churches? 

Volume 2, Number 3 May/June 2014 

8. Is Yoga harmful to the Soul? Volume 2, Number 4 July/August 2014 

9. What is the proper way to pray? Volume 2, Number 5 September/October 2014 

10. What does “According to Tradition” mean? Volume 2, Number 6 November/December 

2014 

11. I am fearful of contracting diseases and suspect I’m a hypochondriac. How can 

the Orthodox Church help me overcome this torment and heal sicknesses of the 

mind, body, and sprit? 

Volume 3, Number 1 January/February 2015 

12. Are Orthodox allowed to attend Services in Non-Orthodox Churches? Volume 3, Number 2 March/April 2015 



 

13. Why Should I go to Church when I can pray at home? Volume 3, Number 3 May/June 2015 

14. Why should we get married in Church when a civil ceremony has already been 

performed? 

Volume 3, Number 4 September/October 2015 

15. How can parents (and grandparents) give children a love for the Orthodox 

Church? 

Volume 3, Number 5 November/December 2015 

16. What is the proper way to Confess?  Volume 4, Number 1 January/February 2016 

17. Why is Orthodoxy the True Faith? Volume 4, Number 2 March/April 2016 

18. How do I help a loved one before and after death? 

When should I call a priest? 

What arrangements should be made beforehand? 

On what days are funeral Services said? 

When should Services of Commemoration be held? 

Volume 4, Number 3 May/June 2016 

19. Life after Death – by Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco. Volume 4, Number 4 September/October 2016 

20. Can people who profess other faiths be saved? 

If we attain Heaven, will we miss those beloved to us who did not? 

Volume 5, Number 1 January/February 2017 

21. Are women required to wear a head covering while receiving Holy Communion 

in a Russian Orthodox Church? 

What is the significance of the head covering? 

The Greek, Serbian, and Antiochian Churches do not require head coverings 

during Communion.  Why is there a difference? 

If a person from another jurisdiction takes Communion at our Church, should 

she follow the traditions of her own Church or the Church where she takes 

Communion? 

How detailed should Confession be? 

Volume 5, Number 2 March/April 2017 

22. Why does the Orthodox Church venerate Holy Relics of Saints? Volume 5, Number 3 May/June 2017 

23 Should we personally pray for the Souls of non-believers? Volume 5, Number 4 September/October 2017 

24. Why do we light candles during Church Services? Volume 5, Number 5 November/December 2017 



 

25. How should we understand the tragedies that are occurring in the U.S.?  Is our 

Lord punishing Americans for our faithlessness and immorality? 

Volume 6, Number 1 January/February 2018 

26. Does the Orthodox Church approve of Cremation? Volume 6, Number 2 March/April 2018 

27. How do I convert to the Orthodox Church? Volume 6, Number 3 May/June 2018 

28. Should parishioners proselytize the Orthodox Faith? Volume 6, Number 5 November/December 2018 

29. How should we understand the tragedies that are occurring in the U.S.?  Is our 

Lord punishing Americans for our faithlessness and immorality? (reprint) 

Volume 7, Number 1 January/February 2019 

30. What should we expect before and during the Second Coming of Our Lord? Volume 7, Number 2 March/April 2019 

31. How does one acquire the Holy Spirit? Volume 7, Number 3 May/June 2019 

32. What medical directives and procedures are approved by the Orthodox Church? Volume 7, Number 4 September/October 2019 

33. Why is Depression a Sin? Volume 7, Number 5 November/December 2019 

34.  Why is it Important to Attend All Services Not Just on Sundays? Volume 8, Number 1 January/February 2020 

35.  What is the Proper Way to Enter Church and Light Candles? Volume 8, Number 2 March/April 2020 

36. How are Loved Ones Commemorated during Divine Liturgy? Volume 8, Number 3 May/June 2020 

37.  What Will Stop the Pandemic? Volume 8, Number 4 September/October 2020 

38. How Can We Benefit Spiritually Watching Livestream Services? Volume 8, Number 5 November/December 2020 

39.   What Three Miracles are Revealed to Orthodox Faithful? Volume 9, Number 1 January/February 2021 

40. Thoughts Concerning Covid Vaccine (Bishop Luke of Syracuse) Volume 9, Number 2 March/April 2021 

41. Why is the Orthodox Pascha/Easter So Late This Year? Volume 9, Number 3 May/June 2021 

42.   What is the Significance of Church Bell Ringing? Volume 9, Number 4 September/October 2021 

43. What is God’s Plan for the World? Volume 10, Number 1 January/February 2022 

44. Has the pandemic changed our parish? Volume 10, Number 2 March/April 2022 



 

45. Does Our Lord Jesus Christ Always Answer Our Prayers? Volume 10, Number 3 May/June 2022 

46. How to Greet Clergy in Person Volume 11, Number 1 January/February 2023 

47. What is the Role of a Starosta? Volume 11, Number 2 March/April 2023 

48.  Why Do We Pray for the Dead? Volume 11, Number 3 May/June 2023 

49.  How Should We Properly Behave in Church? Volume 12, Number 1 January/February 2024 

50. How Can Parents Encourage Teenage Children to Attend Church? Volume 12, Number 2 March/April 2024 

51. What’s The Best Way to Introduce a Future Bride or Groom to Orthodoxy? Volume 12, Number 4 September/October 2024 

52. Are the Faithful Able to Postpone The “End of Time”? Volume 12, Number 5 November/December 2024 

53.  Where Do Our Departed Souls Await Judgement Day? Volume 13, Number 1 January/February 2025 

54. Why do most Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas on different days than 

others? 

Volume 14, Number 1 January 2026 

 


